CHAPTER THIRTEEN

1950: ENGLAND AS A WORLD POWER

THE POSITION of Great Britain as a world power was made
more perilous than at any time in modern history by our defeat
in the continental war which began on 3rd September 19395
and ended with the battle of France in the summer of 1940.
Our defeat was total, involving the ruin of the two countries
Poland and Rumania, on whose behalf we had entered the
war, the complete destruction of the offensive power of our land
forces, the occupation by our enemy of France, Belgium,
Holland, Denmark, and Norway, and the close blockade of
our own shores, following the loss of the Channel ports and the
Channel Islands. Had the last war been fought under the
same conditions as the Napoleonic wars, or even the war of
1914, the consequences of the battle of France would certainly
have been modified, and might have been wiped out, by the
military victory of the United States, Great Britain, and Russia
over Germany in the second war, which began on 2 2nd June
1941 and ended on 8th May 1945. There were, however, two
decisive differences in the strategic situation in 1945 as com-
pared with that prevailing at any previous time in modern
European history. Russia, for the first time since the days of
Peter the Great, felt herself both politically prepared and
materially equipped to attempt the domination of Europe;
secondly, the development of self-propelled missile weapons had
created a situation in which the occupation of the Channel
coast line by an enemy would no longer be merely a very
dangerous threat to our sea communications and a half-open
door to invasion, but a lethal blow to which there is, as yet, no
known reply. After 1940 we could for a brief time, and we
did, 'stand done/ In the conditions prevailing since 1945 we
could not do so. Our survival in the next war will depend not
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